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t seems there is no longer such a thing as a 
“typical” wedding. Weddings are as individual 
as the brides and grooms and the only thing 

one can say for sure is typical in a wedding these days is the 
fact that a marriage ceremony takes place. Otherwise, the 
brides and grooms take tradition and remake it to reflect 
their own personalities. Each of the three couples profiled 
here did it their way and, it seems, to great effect. Happily, 
each generously allowed us to share their day.

The newest of our wedding couples is Taylor and Garhett 
Miller who achieved their vision of gothic romance at their 
wedding in April. Barb Smith and Phil Gordon, who shared 
even the engagement moment with close family and friends, 
attained their vision of simple elegance. And Lisa Wolfrum 
and Michael Ruiz made their dream of a “true Epicurean” 
wedding come true.
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How tHey met:
They met in December 2001 playing beach volleyball in the Turks 
and Caicos islands. She was a corporate securities lawyer at one of 
Canada’s largest firms in Vancouver, BC and he was a professional 
poker player/world traveler who today is the CEO of Expert Insight. 
Even though their lifestyles and lives were poles apart, they each 
—unbeknownst to the other—told their best friends that that had 
the feeling they’d end up married to each other.

tHe Venue: Exactly a year later, on April 14, 2007, they were married at Anthem 
Country Club. In talking about the event, Barb is emphatic. “The wedding would 
never have come together if it wasn’t for Staci Kirk, the catering director at 
Anthem Country Club. After all, I was from Canada and had no real knowledge 
of Las Vegas or the local vendors and was in the midst of transitioning my whole 
life. She was a true angel guiding us every step of the way.”

tHe Colors: Ivory and black, with accents of pink and green.

tHe Vision: They wanted a wedding that, she says, “would be simple and clean, 
but with a touch of elegance.”

tHe main eVent: The couple hosted all of their 130 guests at their house for 
a barbeque the afternoon and evening before. The final touches on their home 
renovations were still being completed at 2 P.M. and guests started arriving at  
3 P.M. so it was definitely down to the wire. The wedding was the next afternoon. 
There was a cocktail party and dinner reception immediately following. They were 
married outside on the grass with the Strip gleaming in the background. Barb was 
worried about guests being too hot during the ceremony so she had the wedding 
programs printed on small fans. As it turned out, it was partially overcast with 
almost gale force winds that day so, she says, “the fans were a bit of overkill.”

tHe Bride wore: A two-piece silk dress by Cymbeline of Paris that had a 
gorgeous lace corset and a long, flowing skirt and train. Because she was being 
married so far from home, she bought the dress in Vancouver so she could 
involve her close friends and family in the process.

tHe Bouquet: Was a combination of pink and green roses, tulips and orchids 
from Flowers by Marisha.

tHe Bridesmaid wore: She wore an avocado green and pink Nicole Miller 
silk dress. And the flower girl wore a white dress with pink and green flowers.

tHe Cake: The bride recalls, “As Phil couldn’t promise that he wouldn’t smear 
wedding cake on my face, I went with plan B instead — chocolate covered 
strawberries served to our guests as a teaser. Then there were several chocolate 
fountains located around the room for our guests to indulge in various chocolate-
dipped goodies while they socialized. 

tHe HigH Point: Barb says, “The high point was when Phil serenaded me in 
front of all our guests with a song he had written for the occasion. He was so 

adorable and charming on the piano and microphone that all the women were 
swooning while the men cursed him for setting the bar so high. When he sang 
the lyric, ‘She’s my wife,’ his voice cracked and everyone laughed. 

sPeCial touCHes: The couple danced their first dance to “Currently,” their 
favorite song by close friend Keaton Simons, who has an album being released 
by CBS records in June of this year. He was there to perform it live.

tHe Honeymoon: They spent two weeks in South Africa; one week on safari 
at Ulusaba at Sir Richard Branson’s private game reserve and one week wine 
tasting, sightseeing and relaxing in Cape Town. She adds, “Given the time of 
day of the wedding and reception, we knew we wouldn’t have enough ‘good’ 
light for our photographer, John Michael Cooper, to fit in the shots we wanted of 
the two of us as husband and wife. We had instead planned to do an “after the 
fact” bridal session to be scheduled some time following the wedding. But, our 
summer and fall schedules were so full of travel and work that it was November 
before we could squeeze it in. When John showed up at our house, I told him 
that we had good news and bad news. The good news was that by then we were 
over two months pregnant. The bad news was that my dress wouldn’t fully do up 
in the back and my tummy had started to expand. Needless to say, all our bridal 
session shots of me were taken from the front!”

Their son, Alexander, was born in May 2008.

tHe ProPosal:
Phil, 34, proposed to Barb, 33, in mid-April 2006, on a long 
weekend at their penthouse apartment overlooking the Bay in San 
Francisco. She says, “He had thought of everything; including a 
path of rose petals, heart-shaped appetizers, and a huge Orrefors 
champagne flute that must have had four bottles of champagne in 
it. But the real surprise came about an hour later when we arrived 
at a restaurant for an ‘intimate’ celebration dinner. My jaw hit the 
floor as we were met by about 40 close friends he had arranged 
to come to celebrate with us. There were even friends of mine who 
had flown in from L.A. and Vancouver.”

Wedding details:
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&BaRB sMitH     PHil gORdOn 

she is a song that the waves sing to the shore 
    in the key of a gentle breeze, 
   Oh, you are everything to me and more
      You are my undertow caught in a rip tide 
    and i am currently in lOve with you


